
Joseph 

You can’t keep a good man down!  

How so?    

Gen 37-50 



Joseph 

A Perfect Example of Romans 8:28   
How so?    

God works in mysterious ways!  

Genesis 50:20    



Joseph 

Insights from Ps 105: 5-7a, 16-24   

“Until His word came to pass, Jehovah 

tested (tried) him” (Ps 105:19). 

 Trained and tested through injustice! 



Joseph suffered three main 

injustices over 13 years. 

• Victim of Hatred & Jealousy 
 



Joseph suffered three main 

injustices over 13 years. 

• Victim of Hatred & Jealousy 

• Victim of Lying  

• Victim of Ingratitude 

• “Victim” of Power  
 



Joseph 

Perfect example of James 1: 2-4  



Joseph 

Insights from I Chron. 16: 8-11, then 

David repeats Ps 105:1-15.  

God was with him through the years fleeing King Saul, just as He was 

with his forefathers!  Period of rejoicing with the ark of the covenant.” 



Gen 41:56-57, Gen 42 

• All countries came to Egypt to buy 

grain (41:56-57). 

• 10 brothers go to Egypt (42:3-4). 

• They bow down before Joseph (42:6b, 

vs 9).  

• Joseph recognized them (42:7-8). 

• Accused them of being spies (42:9b).  

 



 Gen 42: 10-24 

• What is the test that Joseph gives 

them to prove their story (42:19-20)?   

• Bring back Benjamin! 

• Leave Simeon as hostage.   

• How did the ten brothers react 

(42:21-24)? 

• What caused Joseph to weep 

(42:24)?    



 Gen 42: 25 - 38 

• What did Joseph do with the money 

they paid for the grain (42:25)? 

• What was their reaction (42:28)? 

• They told Jacob and what did he say 

(42: 36)? 

• Why would Jacob not take up Rueben 

on his offer (42:37-38)? 



 Gen 43 

• Who protested at Jacob’s plan to buy 

more grain (43:1-5)?  

• Who offered to be “a surety” and take 

the blame if Benjamin is not returned 

alive (43:8-9)? 

• Jacob’s final words (43:14-15)?  

• What did Joseph do upon seeing 

them (43:16-18, 23, 27-30,33-34)? 

• Why give Benjamin 5 times more? 



 Gen 44 

• How did Joseph trick them as they 

were leaving (44:2)? 

• Once accused what did they say 

(44:9-13)?  

• How does Judah become the hero of 

the story (44:18, 22, 27, 33)? 



Why did Judah get the nod? 

Gen 49:10-12 

Gen 44: 14-34   

He offered himself as the 

substitute and took the rap for 

Benjamin!  

He saved/redeemed his brother! 

He was ring-leader, now willing to 

become a slave himself!   



 Gen 45 

• Joseph revealed himself (45:1-3). 

• Why troubled (45:3)? 

• What was Joseph’s reaction (45:4 – 

28).  



 Gen 50 : 15-26 

•  Joseph and forgiveness! 



Letting Go of the Past 

Gen 41: 51-52  “God has made me 
forget all my trouble and my 
father’s household.” 

• Joseph overcame a bitter past 
and maintained a positive 
outlook!  

• Have you come to terms with 
your past? 



Three Secrets of Josephs 

Success 

• Dealt with Past, Present, and 
Future . . . Balanced Way! 

• Took the hurt wounds of the 
past and fixed them so they 
would heal properly. 

• He kept his faith in God strong 
so it would serve as the anchor 
throughout his trials/successes!  



We must live in the present 

• Matt 6:34  “Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.” 

• Ps 118:24  “This is the day the 

Lord hath made, we will rejoice.” 

• Like submarines in air-tight 

compartments! 



How do we relate to the 

future? 

• Worry = prayer to the wrong God! 
• We Must Learn to Trust in God! 

• Joseph was able to see the hand of God 
in His life (Gen 50: 19-20)! 

• Joseph:   Gen 45:5-10   Part of God’s 
plan… okay!  

• How did Joseph react when he realized 
his brothers never really believed that he 
forgave him? 

•  Gen 50:15-20 



How do we relate to the 

Past? 

• Must not dwell on it  (Josh 1). 

• Must not over-react to it! 

• Illustration: I Kings 1:6  Adonijah 

• 6 His father had never crossed him at 

any time by asking, "Why have you 

done so?"  

• Why would David spoil him so? 

 

 



Joseph could have reacted 

• I will never trust anyone! 

• I will give up on doing right and serving 
God! 

• “We are affected by our past but we are 
not prisoner’s of it!” 

• Must let go – release through 
forgiveness.   

• Eph 4:31   Let all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind 
to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you 

 



How Does God Forgive? 

Does not forget, just decides not to 
hold it against us any longer. 

• Sins are blotted out, but leave scars! 

• We can distinctly remember 
forgetting something happened.  

















Exodus: The Book of 

Redemption! 

Exodus 1-4 


